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SMU/MSVU ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE – ANIMAL FACILITIES SITE VISIT REFERENCE CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO OBSERVE 
This document is meant to be a reference for the monitoring visits by the Animal Care Committee while performing a site visit of an animal/fish facility – not all areas may apply in all facilities.
	Facility:
	MSVU Aquatics Laboratory

	Committee Representative:
	

	Date:    
	


	PROGRAM ELEMENT
	APPROPRIATE?

	
	Yes
	No
	COMMENT

(include TARGET DATE for any follow-up action needed)

	MSVU Aquatics Laboratory

	A. Traffic Flow and Safety Issues

	1. Proper flow of general traffic, etc. from clean to dirty 
	
	
	

	2. Prevention of contamination of clean tanks and equipment by dirty ones
	
	
	

	3. Reception of fish, quarantine, isolation, acclimation
	
	
	

	4. General security of facility (card access, appropriate doors locked)
	
	
	

	B. ancillary Areas: Feed/Bedding/Equipment Storage/Cage Wash

	1. Area clean, neat, with sufficient space 
	
	
	

	2. Floors, ceilings, drains, walls, and doors all in good repair 
	
	
	

	3. Surfaces and furniture sealed and able to be cleaned (any wood present?)
	
	
	

	4. Feed storage – used before expiry, stored off floor 
	
	
	

	5. Vermin control in place (checked regularly) 
	
	
	

	6. Tank wash temperatures are monitored, and records kept 
	
	
	

	C. Animal Rooms

	1. Bedding – appropriate bedding for species, clean, disposed of properly 
	
	
	

	2. Tank change frequency appropriate for numbers of animals and species 
	
	
	

	3. Tank cards – filled out with required information such as gender, number of animals, date of
	
	
	

	4. birth or arrival date, investigator, protocol number, special instructions or procedures performed, etc. 
	
	
	

	5. Tanks – in good repair, allows easy observation, no overcrowding 
	
	
	

	6. General cleanliness of animal rooms/areas 
	
	
	

	7. General health and appearance of fish
	
	
	

	8. Different species kept in different rooms 
	
	
	

	9. Feed (always available when not on feed restriction protocol, fresh and clean)
	
	
	

	10. Water – source, clean and always available 
	
	
	

	11. Floors, ceilings in good repair in rooms 
	
	
	

	12. Drains working where present in animal rooms
	
	
	

	13. Lighting – intensity and cycles appropriate for the species 
	
	
	

	14. Adequate and consistent environmental enrichment present 
	
	
	

	15. Temperature and humidity control – safeguard in place to ensure proper range 
	
	
	

	16. Ventilation – working and adequate for animal rooms
	
	
	

	17. Walls and doors in good repair 
	
	
	

	18. Surfaces (counters, tables, etc.) clean and sealed 
	
	
	

	19. Noise level acceptable for animals and personnel 
	
	
	

	D. Animal Monitoring, Disease, Euthanasia and Veterinary Care
	
	
	

	1. Personnel that perform monitoring (training?) 
	
	
	

	2. Sick animal and monitoring system (tank level identification, treatment plans, records) 
	
	
	

	3. Prevention, diagnosis, treatment, and control of animal diseases (sentinel programs)  
	
	
	

	4. Regular care and emergency availability (weekends, holidays)  
	
	
	

	5. CO2 euthanasia (separate room, follow UBC SOP, training) 
	
	
	

	E. Record Keeping

	1. SOPs for general housekeeping of facility and disposal of waste 
	
	
	

	2. SOPs for animal husbandry practices in facility (tank changing, environmental enrichment, animal density)  
	
	
	

	3. All SOPs available to and read by all staff 
	
	
	

	4. Current animal care certificates posted 
	
	
	

	5. Current protocols easily available to all staff 
	
	
	

	6. Controlled drug log – kept and up to date 
	
	
	

	7. Crisis response manual for the facility present 
	
	
	

	8. Adequate emergency signage 
	
	
	

	F. Ancillary Areas: Operating Room, Animal and Surgeon Prep and Procedure Rooms

	1. Operating room clean and neat 
	
	
	

	2. Floors, walls, doors, and ceilings in good repair, clean, etc. 
	
	
	

	3. Surfaces are sealed and able to be cleaned
	
	
	

	4. Ventilation is appropriate (positive pressure) 
	
	
	

	5. Inhalant anesthetic machine available 
	
	
	

	6. Date of last inspection of machine (serviced regularly) 
	
	
	

	7. Proper scavenging of anesthetic gases 
	
	
	

	8. Animal clippers available and working 
	
	
	

	9. Sink, scrub area available for animal prep and surgeon 
	
	
	

	10. Surgeon supplies available (skin scrub sol’n, mask, cap) 
	
	
	

	11. Adequate supplies available (needles, syringes, alcohol, scrub, sterile gloves) 
	
	
	

	12. Dedicated table or counter space for sterile surgery 
	
	
	

	13. Postoperative recovery area 
	
	
	

	14. Method of sterilization used / equipment in good working order 
	
	
	

	15. Information on sterile packs – date, method of verification of sterilization 
	
	
	

	16. Supplemental heat source for recovering animals available 
	
	
	

	17. Controlled substance storage  
	
	
	

	18. Records available of all controlled substance used in facility 
	
	
	

	Part Two: Post Approval Monitoring

	1. What AUPs are currently applicable to this facility?  If many, provide some examples.
	

	2. Are procedures being observed by ACC members on this visit?  If so, what procedures under which protocol(s)?
	

	3. Are the personnel appropriately trained to perform these procedures?
	

	4. Are the procedures for these protocols identical to what is described in the AUP?
	

	5. Are humane endpoints or intervention points being observed as per the AUP?
	

	6. Do the personnel understand the humane endpoints or intervention points in the AUP?
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