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SMU/MSVU ANIMAL CARE COMMITTEE – ANIMAL FACILITIES SITE VISIT 

Animal Welfare Assessment Checklist
To be performed by the Consulting Veterinarian during Vet site visits, or by the Facility Manager during PAM visits if the Vet is not present. The AWA Report is provided to the PI, disclosed at the next available meeting of the ACC, and kept on record with the protocol file information.

This document is meant to be a reference for the monitoring visits by the Animal Care Committee while performing a site visit of an animal/fish facility – not all areas may apply in all facilities.
Also see ACC.FORM.010 – MSVU/SMU Animal Facilities Site Visit (ACC Committee)
	Facility:
	MSVU Aquatics Laboratory

	ACC Committee Members Present:
	

	Date:    
	


Checklists and Comments/Recommendations follow on the next page.
	Room / Fish Group
	Protocol # / PI
	Species
	Source/Date Introduced
	Appearance
	Behaviour
	Swim Position
	Environment
	Water Quality
	Observations

	
	
	
	
	A,B,C or D
	A,B,C or D
	A,B,C or D
	A,B,C or D
	Green, Yellow, or Red
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Comments and Recommendations:
	To be completed by (date):

	
	

	
	
	*The Consulting Vet can provide further instructions and action as required

	Scoring
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Action*
	 None
	 Careful monitoring, Observation 1x per day, Inform Facility Manager
	Observation 2-3x per day, inform Facility Manager, PI, and Vet if multiple fish/tanks, humanely euthanize after consultation
	Humanely euthanize immediately according to AUP. Inform Facility Manager, PI, and Vet if multiple fish/tanks.

	Descriptors
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Appearance
	Scales/plates normal (not protruding outwards), gill cover normal, fins/spines fully developed, no change in weight
	Small injuries/lesions, 1 cyst, bent spine
	Exophthalmos (pop-eye), gill cover reduced, large lesions, fins frayed, signs of weight loss, 2 or more parasitic cysts
	Scales completely erected, clearly bloated abdomen, extensive injuries, rapid weight loss, loss of fins, formation of tumours, fungus, mortality

	Behaviour
	Normal feeding, breeding, schooling behaviour
	Less activity compared to control, reduced food uptake
	Hyperventilation, gasping, inactivity, hyperactivity, little or no feed uptake
	prolonged inactivity, gasping (>3 hrs). Convulsions, twitching (moribund)

	Swim Position:
	Normal position in water column, normal swimming movements
	Position in water column clearly changed, or equilibrium slightly affected
	Equilibrium clearly affected, fish lay sideways on bottom but normal respiration, fish stay at surface water for long periods, constant movement in circles
	Swimming on back with uncoordinated movements for an extended period of time (>3hrs)

	Note: If end point has been reached, inform Facility manager and vet immediately to determine if an incident report must be filled out. Investigate if Reportable Animal Welfare Incident (RAWI) Report needs to be initiated


	
	
	*The Consulting Vet can provide further instructions and action as required

	Scoring
	A
	B
	C
	D

	Action*
	 None
	Clean/replace problem areas, Inform PI/Facility Manager, Observation 1x per day
	Clean/replace problem areas, Observation 2 - 3x per day, inform Facility Manager, PI
	Remove fish from tank as needed. Humanely euthanize as needed. Clean/address problem areas. Inform Facility Manager, PI, and Vet if multiple fish/tanks.

	Environment
	Tanks and lids are clean/ideal conditions according to species, density of fish is adequate for tank size. Equipment in good working order. Air stones submerged were applicable.
	Tanks are not ideal condition for species; higher than normal densities for fish, but remain healthy. Tanks and Filters require cleaning/new media
	Fish beginning to show signs of stress due to environmental conditions
	Inadequate environmental/tank conditions for species

	Action*
	Green: See chart for ranges and action
	Yellow: See chart for ranges and action
	Red: See chart for ranges and action
	 

	Water Quality
	Green: Water quality parameters are within acceptable ranges
	Yellow: Water quality parameters are sightly out of acceptable range. See chart for action
	Red: Water quality parameters are significantly outside acceptable range resulting in immediate threat to animal welfare
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